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Editorial

Here we are with the 12th Edition of The 
Discourse. We are particularly thrilled to share 
this one with our colleagues, collaborators, 
partners, supporters, well-wishers!

In the domain of social development, 
fundraising plays a crucial role in channeling 
resources to organizations dedicated to 
addressing the most pressing issues of our time. 

As an organization involved in the dynamic and 
exciting territory that is fundraising, the last five 
years of our existence have been nothing short 
of invigorating. We at INDIAdonates often say 
fundraising is about innovation, excitement and 
exploration. Primarily because the fundraising 
landscape in India has gone through a 
‘disruption’ in recent years, which is to say the 
way fundraising was conceptualized and 
executed has changed completely with new 
opportunities and new methods. 

More and more change agents within the sector 
are talking about the growing scope of 
fundraising especially in the realm of 
technology and digitization. As the importance 
and scope of fundraising grows, so does the 
need for ethical considerations, and their 
complexities, to ensure that the processes and 
practices surrounding it uphold the values of 
transparency, integrity, and accountability. In 
this edition of The Discourse, we delve into 
discussions around ethical fundraising, 
shedding lights on critical aspects like digital 
fundraising and its accountability to its 
stakeholders and the ethical use of imagery in 
fundraising, the principle of an empowering 
visual language. 

In the first article, "Ethical Considerations in 
Digital Fundraising," our founder, Dr. Sanjay 
Patra delves into the evolving landscape of 
fundraising in the digital age. 

With the rise of technology and online 
platforms, development organizations have 
unprecedented access to potential donors, 
allowing them to reach wider audiences and 
secure much-needed funds. However, this new 
frontier also brings ethical challenges. Dr. Patra 
has explores how, as the bridge between 
donors and beneficiaries, charity organizations 
must strike a delicate balance. They are 
accountable not only to their donors, who 
entrust them with their hard-earned resources, 
but also to the beneficiaries whose lives they 
aim to improve. The article discusses how 
organizations can navigate this complex 
terrain, emphasizing the importance of 
transparency, responsible resource allocation, 
and impact centricity. The second article by Dr 
Nivedita Narain and Deepanwita De of 
Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) India explores 
in depth the inter-connections between ethics, 
safety and privacy and how these connections 
influence the current philanthropic context.  

As we reflect on the articles presented in this 
edition, it becomes clear that ethical 
fundraising is not merely a moral obligation 
but also a strategic imperative. Organizations 
that embody ethical fundraising principles 
foster trust, loyalty, and sustainability. We hope 
this edition of The Discourse stimulates 
discussions, encourages introspection, and 
prompts positive action within the Indian 
development sector. Together, let us strive for 
a future where ethical fundraising becomes the 
norm—a future where the powerful potential 
of fundraising is harnessed responsibly for the 
betterment of society.

Puja Biswas
Manager- Partnership 
and Communication, 
INDIAdonates
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